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THE THREE RlVERS PETROGLYPH 

A GUIDEPOST FOR RIVER TRAVEL IN AMERICA 

by 

Dr. Reinoud M. de Jonge and Jay Stuart Wakefield 

Summary 

The Three Rivers Petroglyph is a yard-diameter deeply earved spiral with legs. The 
beautifully exeeuted, high quality petroglyph is earved into a polished bol der of fine grained 
met amorphie sandstone. The pyramidal-shaped roek has fallen into the Neversink River on 
an old trade route from the Hudson River through the CatskiIJ Mountains of New York, to 
the valleys in the west. The 42 degree latitude of the site is indieated by the stone, and the 
spiral gives the geographie seope of its meaning in megalithie distanee lines (dl), as would be 
expected at a megalithie site. These lines eorrespond to latitude lines of one degree, spaeed 60 
nautieal miles apart. It appears that this petroglyph was ereated by someone familiar with 
oeean travel. As usual the shape and features of the stone itself were used as parts of the story 
being told. The design of the glyph ean be shown to be a eomplex depietion of northeast 
Ameriean river geography. The meaning of the petroglyph is as a guidepost for travel on the 
Neversink, Delaware, Susquehanna, Allegheny, Ohio, and Mississippi Rivers. It is a map of 
the waterways of Ameriea that form a transportation network from the megalithie euJture of 
New England, in the northeast. So, it is aprehistorie version of the "Gate to the West". The 
petroglyph dates baek to the time period when route finding and transportation was by boat, 
via rivers. The earving ean also be shown to depiet a walking man with a boat heading west 
for the Ohio River. The spiral shows it is an aneient megalithie inseription of approximately 
1500 Be. The patina and the peeking style were examined to help date the glyph. Supporting 
illustrations of nearby stone chambers, trade artifaets, and petroglyphs are also explained. 
See www.geocities.comlhowthesungodl. or the new book "How the SunGod Reaehed America 
e.2500 BC, A Guide to Megalithic Sites", by the authors, from whieh this material is 
exeerpted with permission. 
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THE THREE RIVERS PETROGLYPB 

A Guidepost for River Travel in Ameriea 
(Frost Valley, Neversink River, New Yor~ 
c.1 500 BC) 

Introduction 
IN 1995 a high quality petroglyph was 
discovered on a boulder along the Neversink 
River in the Catskill Mountains in southeast 
New York (Figs. l &2, Ref.l). It shows a 
spiral with three "Iegs" attached to it, 
indicating to us, that it migbt be an ancient 
megalitillc inseription. In the summer of 
2000 we visited the ite to investigate the 
petroglyph. 

The boulder with the petrogJyph on it is 
located on the north bank of the West Branch 
of the Neversink River near the town of 
Frost Valley, New York (Fig.3, Ref.l). The 
petroglyph has a size of 80x70cm. [t has 
been carved in a fine-grained metamorphic 
sandstone, with a vee-shaped groove about a 
centimeter deep and a centimeter wide. The 
boulder itself has a length of c.160em, a 
width of c.lt Ocm, and a height of c. 100cm. 
lt appears that the stone once was standing on 
the bank, but was undercut by the river, fell 
off the bank, and now lies on its backside in 
the river. High waters and floating ice and 
debris in Spring months must flow over the 
stone, and damage the inscription. It looks as 
though it is also being walked on. 

Geographie Inscription 
WE WILL SHOW that this is a stylized 
megalithie inscription with a pure geographie 
meaning. The spiral has five spaces between 
its coils (Fig.2), so it indicates tllat the whole 
inscription felates to a circular area having a 
radius of about 5 megalithic distance lines 
(=5dl= 5°of latitude= 5xll1 km= 555km) 
(Ref.3). The center of the spiral is the place 
whefe the petroglyph is tocated, whicb is on 
the West Branch oftbe Neversink River. 

The petroglyph is located halfway between 
the Hudson River in the east, and the 

Delaware River in tlle west. The distances to 
these fivers are both c.50km. Notice how a 
small tributary of the Hudson River, Esopus 
Creek (Fig.3), now a popular whitewater 
"tubing" river at Phoenicia, NY, runs in a 
near-perfe<:t circle around Panther Mountain, 
wbich is the now-exposed hardened 
sedementary plug of a buried meteor impact 
crater (Ref. 5). These are thought to be some 
of the oldest mountains on earth. Above the 
upper end of Esopus Creek is small 
Winnisook Lake with a summer camp on it. 
Trus Little lake drains southwest, starting the 
west fork of the Neversink River. Coming 
down the river about five miles, the 
petroglyph is at the foot of a straight stretch, 
prominently on the right bank as the river 
curves left (Fig.l shows the view upriver). 
The N eversink f10ws south to Port Jervis into 
the Delaware River (Fig.9). It appears that 
the Neversink River was a "transportation 
corridor" through the Catskill Mountains. 

FROM OUR other work, such as the study of 
the petroglyphs at Loughcrew, Ireland, we 
know that megalithic inscriptioDS often use 
the shape and features of the stone itself as 
parts of the story being told. We start witb 
the assumption that the pointed end of the 
stone is the top (Fig.8), wruch later makes 
sense in a Dumber of way as we shall see. 
The rock narrows at the top, because the land 
north of the Catskills, which inc1udes the 
Adirondacs, narrows between Lake 
Champlain in the east, and Lake Ontario and 
the St. Lawrence in tbe west, wh ich is within 
the 555km of the spiral. Note that the top of 
the stone has an upper edge in the center, 
representing the Adirondack Mountains 
literally. 

Tbe Delaware River 
The figbt leg of the inscription, pomtmg 
downwards, represents the Delaware River 
(see FigA) from Port Jervis to the sea, 
because the shape of the leg closely 
resembles the shape of this river. fts end is 
the entrance of Delaware Bay, south of 
Philadelphia. When we follow the spiral 
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from the right leg upwards and left toward 
the center leg, then the Delaware River is 
followed from Port Jervis, where tbe 
Nevers ink joins it, to the Susquehanna River 
near Binghamton (Windsor, Deposit), NY. 
The shape of the spiral is more or less similar 
to the shape of this part ofthe river. 

The Susquehaona River 
DOlNG THIS, one arrives at the middle leg 
of the figure, whjch represents the 
Susquehanna River, because the shape of thj 
leg is similar to the shape of this river. The 
long "foot" of the middle leg is Chesapeake 
Bay, because the shape of the foot resembles 
the shape of the bay. The three sharp peaks 
to the left point to the major river entrances 
in the Chesapeake: the Potomac, the 
RappahalIDock, and the James. These places 
are about 55 5km from the stone site in the 
CatskiUs, as indicated by the sp iral. 

The Ohio River 
When tbc spiral from the middle leg is 
fo llowed upward, agai n the Delaware R iver 
is followed from Port Jerv is, wbere the 
Neversink River Joms it, to beyond 
Binghamton (Windsor, Deposit), NY. The 
shape of th.is part of the spiral is exactly the 
shape of this part of the river. The "nose" of 
the spiral corresponds to the major river 
bend, and it points to the beginning of the 
third leg. 

THE BlG UPWARD bow in the petroglyph 
before the th.ird leg is their route across the 
Allegheny Mountains to the start of the Ohio 
(Allegheny branch) River in the west (FigA). 
The shape of the bow does not have a 
geographie meaning, but does represent the 
crossing at an altitude that is required 
between these river basins. In view of the 
site location of the petroglyph near small 
creeks in the Catski Us, they probably crossed 
the land between the headwaters of the 
Susquehanna and the Allegheny Rivers near 
Coudersport, Pa., a distance of less than 20 
kilometers. 

As a consequence, the third leg is the Ohio 
River (Fig. 5). This enormous river is much 
more important to them than the Delaware or tbe 
Susquehanna. For that reason the third leg is 
made of rOWld forms, just like the spiral ! Before 
Pittsburgh the river jogs, and then a side river 
joins in from the southeast, the Monongahela 
River. The next part of the leg is a conlinuation of 
the Ohio. The first sharp peak points to the 
entrances of the first rivers of reasonabLe size on 
the other side of the Ohio, the Muskingum and the 
Hocking. The next point is the continuation of 
the Ohio itself. The final sharp peak points to the 
Kanawha and Big Sandy, flowing west from the 
Appalachian Mountains. Again, these pIaces are 
about 555km from the stone site in the Catskills, 
as indicated by the spiral. But, as so often in 
megalithic petroglyphs, there are multiple 
symbolisms. The right side of the stone is now 
the Atlantic coast between Chesapeake Bay and 
the Hudson, and the left side is Lake Erie (Fig.5). 

BUT ALSO eoncern.ing the Obio, there are 
multiple symbolisms. In this case there is 
besides tbe fi rst meaning, a second, and even 
a thirel meaning. This is the reason why the 
stylized left leg been shaped from round 
forms, Like the spiral, anel unlike the two 
eastem civers. Now the ftrst big curved leg 
(Fig.6) represents the courses ofthe Kanawha 
and Big Sandy, with the points beiog the 
Wabash, Missouri, anel the Mississippi. The 
right side of the stone is now the Atlantic 
coast, from Flonda to Cape Hatteras, and the 
left side the Mississ ippi. 

But there is even a tbird meaning (Fig. 7). Tbe 
curved leg also symbol izes the drainage of 
the Cumberland and the Tennessee. The 
Mississippi flows a11 around the Cumberland 
and Tennessee, as shown in the petroglyph. 
The three sharp peaks point to the river 
entrances on the other side of the main 
stream, the Arkansas anel the Red Rivers, and 
the third is the Mississippi to Poverty Point 
and the Gulf of Mexico. Here the left edge of 
tbe stone is the Rocky Mountains. These 
distances are far greater than the 555km of 
tbe spiral, so they have made this leg curved, 
to show "that the open spiral eontinues here". 
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The Three Rivers Petroglyph 
Tbe stone can also be seen another way, 
giving a superb artistic second meaning 
(Fig.2): '1f you are on foot (the spiral with 
two legs below), and by boat (foot of the 
second leg in the boat), and you are heading 
west (the nose points to the left leg), then this 
map (the petroglyph) is meant for you! !" 
Note that all this sophistication, all this 
information, is worked out in one single, 
uninterrupted liner Close investigation 
shows only minor errors (if any), such as the 
shape of the line just before the start of the 
first leg, which is the Neversink River, 
literally. 

THIS BEAUTrFUL megalithic petroglyph is 
a beautiful map of the waterways of America 
that fonn a transportation network from the 
megalithic culture in the northeast. 
America's Stonehenge (Mystery Hili, 
Ref.14), the megalithic center in New 
England, is only 3501cffi away (ENE), which 
is within the radius of the spiral. The very 
short piece of straight line in the center of the 
coiJs (Fig.2) might be an indication of the 
approximate direction where the makers of 
the petroglyph came from: c.65°NE. 
Because of the three legs, we feel this 
inscription shou Id be named the "Three 
Rivers Petroglyph". It is a proof that in this 
time period this transportation corridor 
through the Catskill Mountains was used to 
reach these tbree rivers from the Hudson. If 
the stone were standing upright on the bank 
(Fig.8), the figure would confirm this with 
"traveling feet". The map in Fig.9 shows an 
overview of tbe finding spots of ancient stone 
structures and artifacts in the region. This 
map suggests that usuaUy, in order to reach 
the Delaware from the Hudson, the creeks 
between Kingston and Port Jervis were used. 
In that case the West Branch of the 
Neversink River was primarily used to reaeh 
the upper course of the Delaware and the 
Susquehanna. However, because of the 
Allegheny Mountains, this was also the only 
way to reaeh the important Omo River. So 
this petroglyph is a prehistorie version of the 

"Gate to the West" tought m Ameriean 
colonial history classes. 

When you fmd a map along tbe road, there is 
usually a j unct ion nearby. Here too! To sail 
the Delaware, you just follow the Neversink 
to Port Jervis, and go downstream beyond to 
the sea. However, if you are heading for the 
Susquehanna or the Ohio, you might have 
taken the first, second, or third small creek to 
the fight, below the stone site, and carry your 
skin boat aeross the land for aportage of 
about L.5km to Beaver Kill Creek or 
Willowemoc Creek. Either of these would 
bring you to the Delaware near the village of 
Haneock, NY, 801em northwest ofPort Jervis. 
This portage looks perhaps difficult on the 
topographie, but should be examined, 
because it would give a reasonable 
explanation for the site location of this 
petroglyph. Old marker stones wruch might 
be present nearthe junetions with these smaJl 
side creeks should be looked for. 

NOTICE ON a map (Fig.9) how e10se 
(l 5km) the Delaware approaches the 
Susquehanna River near Binghamton 
(Windsor, Deposit), NY, 110km west of this 
stone site. Tributaries of the Susquehanna 
are e10se to those of the Ohio River, 280km 
to the west, along the New 
YorkIPennsylvania border. The distanee 
between the headwaters of the Susquehanna 
and the Allegheny (0llio) River near 
Coudersport, Pa., is less than 20km. These 
short passage areas might provide important 
corroborating archaeological sites, and 
should be examined, particularly the railroad 
pass at Gulf Sununit (order the "Gulf Summit 
NY USGS Quadrangle). Aportage only 2 
miles in length (3km), is located further 
south, near Altoona, Pa, called "Horseshoe 
Bend" (Ref.l 0). Tbe towns of "Summit" and 
"Portage", and tbe "Allegheny Portage 
Railroad National Historie Site" are located 
there today. An ancient name for the Ohio is 
"the Winding River" (c.500 AD, Refs.1 2,13). 
This might be a reason, too, for the round 
forms of tbe left leg of the petroglyph. 
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Latitudes 
By correctly sizing the distances of the petro­
glyph, the spiral agam demonstrates the use 
of latitudes, so the eommunity of the man 
who made the inscription was aware of the 
astronomie, mathematical and geographie 
knowledge of the megalith.ie people, and 
undoubtedly had a background in sail ing at 
sea. The Atlantic coast is onJy 150krn away, 
and tbe Atlantic entrance to Chesapeake Bay, 
shown in the petroglyph, is xaetly 5° of 
latitude south of tbis site, as shown by the 5 
coils of the spiral. The center of the spiral 
(meaning the spot where the petroglyph is 
located), makes an angle of 42° with the 
lower edge (bottom) of the stone (see Fig.8), 
encoding the latitude of this site, which is 
42°N. We agree with a previous study 
(Ref. l), that the making of the carving was 
started at this center. The inseription thus 
reveals that it was designed in the megalithic 
fashion (first identi1)ring its latitude). 

THE PETROGL YPH is located at the end of 
a straight halfmile long section of the 
NeveTsink River (Figs.l,3), which points 
200 WSW in the direction of the sbortest 
distance to the Delaware River, 50km, and 
also is the correct direction to the place 
where the Obio joins the Mississippi. This is 
Dear Cairo, flHnois, 1300km away from dlis 
site. This place is 5° of latitude south of the 
petroglyph, at 37°N, as indicated by the 
spiral (42°_5°=37°). Clearly, this junction, 
illustrated in the 3rd leg of the petroglyph, 
was considered to be the center of the 
waterways of North America. 

Copper from Micbigan was brought down the 
St. Lawrence (47°N) and traded for valuables 
brougbt from Europe by traders, who 
returned to the Old World via Cape Race at 
47°N (42°+5dl of the five-wide spiral=47°). 
Tt is not uncommon for multiple symbolisrns 
like this to have been buHt into megaIithic 
inscriptions, indicating that they were very 
carefully thought out before the carving was 
done. No doubt latitudes were sometimes 
difficult to figure in the overcast skies and 

inclement weather that occur in the Catskill 
mountains. Tbis carver did a valuable 
service to his community by creating this 
inscnptlon, probably because several 
expeditions had badly lost thelr way. 

NeighboriDg Archaeological Sites 
Southeast of this petroglyph site (90krn 
away), on the east side of the Hudson, in 
Putnam County, N.Y., there has been fOllod a 
great concentration of stone "chambers". In 
fact, so many in such a small rocky ares, that 
today's researehers are thinking there was a 
colony here. Such a colony nearby would 
certainly be supportive of the need for a 
transportation corridor to the west through 
the Catskills. Martin Brech, who lives in the 
area, gave us a tour of some of the chambers 
(Fig.l O). Notice the stauding menhir with 
celestial alignments in the bottorn photo. 
This is one of the remaining "hundred" 
chambers that Mr. Brech and others are 
studying. He said he thinks there were 200 
chambers once, but housing development is 
proceeding quickly in the county, and 
redueing their oumber. Unfortunately he 
reports that local archaeoIogists are being 
paid fees from developers for signiog 
"Declarations of Non-Significance" on 
Envirooroental Impact Statements, so the 
corbelled chambers (at least 1st millenium 
BC, Ref.ll), some witb inscribed Ogam 
dedications to Baal, can removed from 
housing sites. The "professionals" still cling 
to the "coJonial root cellar" explanation. 

WE ALSO WENT to see the Cobble Hili 
Mound in South Granville, and finalJy found 
it, covered witb trees, behind a nursery 
business. Tbe nice nursery owner toId us 
"there were two more, smaller mounds, over 
there, but we just bulldozed thern, to rnake 
more room for the nursery"! 

For an intriguing review of megalithie stoues 
in the river valleys of the East Coast, see 
Trento's books (Refs. 7&8). The 
transportation corridor from Kingston on the 
Hudson to Port Jervis on the DeJaware (about 
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km south of the petroglyph, Fig.9), was 
replaced at some Iater date by a 104 mile 
(165km) road, called the "Old Mine Road", 
which has stone cairns a10ng the way. "Along 
the (adjaeent) ridge .. . there are numerous 
euts and tunnels carved entirely by hand tools 
... some of these tunnels measure 6 feet wide, 
4 feet high, and 500 feet deep" 
( I x2x 150m). "There is no trace of gunpowder 
or the subsequent blasts, (but there is) 
evidence of pick and wedge mining. (There 
are) radial lines of stone piles, hundreds of 
conieal stone piles, all constructed on base 
boulders.. . (apparently) the debris of an 
ancient Old World People, (leaving behind) 
inscribed amulets, engraved pebbles, aligned 
rocks.. (Ref.7). Trento shows two photos of 
these mine tunnels and a rough map in his 
new book (Ref.8). Tbis mining for copper, 
iron, and lead was probably going on in the 
1 st millenium Be. 

TRENTO DISCUSSES the Hawley Stone 
(Fig.ll , right), fouod near the Lackawaxen­
Delaware River confluenee (30km NW of 
Port Jervis, 70km SW of the petroglyph). 
This stone is not yet dec iphered. It probably 
dates from the second half of the ftrst 
millenium Be. His comments on the 
Delaware are helpful: "the River travels the 
same route today that it did some 200 million 
years ago, (and) before sueked dry by New 
York City's municipal water needs, (it was) 
much deeper and more navigable ... there 
have been inscribed stones found in 
abundance in the De!aware River Valley. As 
usua!, regional archaeologists, unable to 
explain the meaning of the etched symbols, 
have simply put the artifacts aside" (Ref. 7). 

Figure 11 (Ieft) is a photo of a small meta I 
urn (found by a ten-year old) washed out in a 
backyard elose to Binghamton, NY, in 1973. 
This is very near the portage we suggest near 
WindsorlDeposit NY (see Fig.9). On page 
79 of bis book Saga America (RefA), Dr. Fell 
diseusses this urn "decorated with Phoenieian 
themes in the upper part which depiets 
goddess Astarte, with Egyptian-inspired 
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ornament below, apparently African rain­
dancers. The style, of mixed derivation, 
recalls the work of Cypriot Phoenieians 
around 600 BC, when such objects were 
manufactured for distribution and sa le, 
rnainly to semi-civilized barbarians, by 
traders from Carthage. The urn was 
diseovered in an excavation earried out by 
tbe Middlebury Archaeological Researeh 
Center near the junction of the Susquehanna 
and the Chenango Rivers, New Y ork. 
Phoenician inseriptions bad earlier been 
recognized in the Susquehanna region by 
Phillip Beistline and Dr. William W. Strong" 
(Ref.4). 

Near Elmira (75km west of Binghamton, and 
185km west of the petroglyph), on a tributary 
of the Susquehanna, is an aneient set of 
earthworks eaUed Fort HilI. Trento explains, 
"that it is an embankment, 270 feet in length, 
6 to 9 feet wide at tlle top, and higher than his 
bead" (80x3x2m), maybe older than the Ist 
millenium BC (Refs.7,8). 

Other relies have been found near the 
probable portage near Coudersport.One of 
these is the Genesee Stone (Ref.6). This 
stone was found on the Genesee River before 
1975 . "Barry Fell deciphered tbe stone ... 
identified it as the Iberic alphabet and Punic 
language. " The authors Warren Dexter and 
Donna Martin illustrate their book with maps 
of rivers and relic site locations. Prominent 
is tbe Geneseel Allegheny/Susquehanna 
junction near Coudersport. "The Genesee 
flows northward aeross New Y ork State into 
Lake Ontario. At its beginning is a short 
portage between it and the western branch of 
tlle Susquehanna River as weil as a short 
portage to the Allegheny River" (pg.53, 
Ref.6). "Punic inscriptions cover the 
"Susquehanna Stones" in Pennsylvania" 
(probably 300 BC - 200 AD). In the same 
valley, the late Dr. W. Strong collected 500 
inscribed stones eomprising Celtiberian, 
Phoenieian, and Basque grave markers, from 
a Bronze Age settlement, about 800-600 BC 
(Ref.l1 ). 
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Mertz reviews a cardjnally-oriented boat 
burial found in a mound on Vincent Island, in 
the Pigeon River, Tennessee, as reported by 
the Thomas Report to the Smithsonian, which 
probably dated from the 1 st millen ium BC 
(Ref.25). She goes on to say that 
''Huntingdon stands today on a site which in 
Revolutionary War times was known as 
Standing Stone. Here at this spot an ancient 
stone marker once towered on a promontory. 
Amazed explorers described the stone as an 
obelisk - fourteen feet high, broad of base, 
tapering to six or seven inches at the top, 
eovered on all four sides with undecipherable 
letters, believed by some who first saw it to 
have been Egyptian Hieroglyphics. Thjs 
stone is only one of a great many recorded 
standing stones that earliest travelers and 
explorers found marking the trail from the 
Atlantic to the Ohio by water - a trail of 
standing stone markers found as far west as 
Lancaster, Ohio. Diaries of various early 
wanderers through this tben wild region ­
David Zeisberger, Conrad Weiser, George 
Groghan, Hechwelder, Gist and Peter Kalm ­
all faithfully test ify to these standing stone 
markers baving been there before their own 
time" (Ref. J0). 

The Mysterious Ohio Connection of the 
3rd Leg 
THOUGH MOST archaeologists claim that 
there was never an iron Age in America, steel 
executive and engineer Arlington MaUery has 
shown otherwise (Ref.2). [n his exeellent 
book "Tbe Rediscovery of Lost America" are 
photos of both Viking and Celtic style iron 
furnaces along the Ohio River and in 
Virginia. His photos show remains of iron 
implements, some cladded, such as shovels, 
and there is a photo of a group of 60 pound 
iron bars tined up against llis garage. Such 
colonies of a Pre-Columbian iron industry on 
the Ohlo would date from the 1st millenium 
BC. He found skeletons stacked 3-5 deep, 
and beljeved that Black Death had reached 
these settlements. Also, Caesar's defeat of 
the Celtie fleet off Brittany in 51 BC could 
have sent waves of refugees west or isolated 

overseas settlements through loss of the fleet. 

A LOT MORE study of the mysterious so­
called Adena and Hopewell peoples is 
needed, who are credited with the Serpent 
Mound, the enormous astronomie eireles, 
squares and octagon earthworks that were up 
to a quarter of a mile in diameter every two 
miles along a 14 mile stretch near 
Chillieothe, Ohio, and covered four square 
miles with wal/ed avenues at Newark, Obio. 
Carl Munck has found mathematical 
relationships between these huge monuments 
and other megalithic monuments, as weil as 
ev idence for a spherical mathematics, and a 
global longitude/latitude grid system based 
on a Giza meridian, wh ich appears to be a 
very fertile area for more study (Ref. 19). 
The global scale of these fmdings is 
reinforced by Stecchini, who states that "all 
the measures of the aneient world constituted 
a rational and organic system ... the figures I 
have succeeded in establishing so rar, suggest 
that Pre-Columbian American units agree 
with those of the Old World" (Ref.24). A 
former Director of the US National Park 
Service has written a historical perspective 
on these monuments, with his opening 
chapter entitled "The Great Dying" (Ref.18). 
There is a Cherokee legend of their defeat of 
the "Moon Eyes" (blue eyed) people at Fort 
Ancient, Tenn, and there are many related 
colonial era stories, such as a eolonist in 
Virginia saving himself from death by 
speaking "Welsh" with his captors. Nine 
ancient hilltop dry-stone wall structures 
(6"x6'x600') in the southern tip of Illinois are 
laid out E-W at 38°N, in the same pattern as 
the Azores, whieh are at thls same latitude. 
These structures indicate lbe ongoing 
importance of the Azores and tbe SunGod to 
people who had their roots in the Old World 
(Refs.9,21 ). These struetures may date from 
the flfst millennium AD. 

European readers may fmd bard to believe 
the quantity and quality of artifacts that have 
eome out of the ground in the US that are 
unreported,largely unk nown , undated, 
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Fig.8 Above: Tbe lu)) Ur lhe boulder now points dowTlstream , lo a rap id in 
lhe midc\le of the small N v<>r ink [{lver Below: Th spiral nlakcs an angle 
01 42°, showing the- loeal I,H it udr, 42 L N. TI H? U JJper t-'clgt' Oll lOp 01 lIH:' ,>tom' 
[('pres( nts tlw Adiwl1dack Moul1tai rl c, (/' l500 n ' j 
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Fig.9 The loratlon or the 3 Rivers petroglyph. the mt'lal um, the lIawley 
Stone. 'he Okl Mine Hoao . und the Winosor-Drposlt area. The BLUt" shield 
igure are hand-chlpped tunnels identified by Trento. and the ather figlll'f>s 

are ston piles. walls. menhirs. hambers or dolmen (Ref. 7) 
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unstudied, and ignored by professional 
archaeology in thc USo Hopefully these 
objects have not been lost, but have only 
disappeared into private collections. 
Fascinating examples of this state of affairs 
are the Richardson and Wilmington tab lets 
(Fig.15) found with a miea plate (1 O"x13 ") 
under a mound in Ohio in 1879, reported in 
188 1. The mound had a diameter of eA3 
feet, and a heigbt of e.7 feet. Similar mounds 
were nearby (Ref.9). Corliss calls these the 
"most interesting relies from the Mound 
Builder's Per iod that have ever been fou nd" 
(c.SOO BC - 200 AD), with well-dressed male 
and fernale p rsons, an i mals, and blocks of 
strange glyphs (Ref.9). Evidence in the Old 
World is a problem too. Copies and Greek 
translations of a column of the Temple of 
Neith, telling the story of Atlant is, wh ich 
were given by Egyptian priests to Greek 
Historian Crantor (3 10 BC) are thought to 
have been burned in the Library of 
Alexandria (Ref.25). The column may now 
lie under the City of Cairo. 

Two 6"x8" golden metal plates were reported 
sedementary rocks, not glaciated rocks. They 
are not igneous because there is even a 
mudstone inclusion in one of them, and there 
are fa int stratification lines in the other 
(Fig.1 3). They are fine-grained metamorpbic 
sandstone, meaning they have been fused 
under heat and pressure, to almost a quartzite. 
Remember that Panther Mountain, at the 
head of the creek, has been shown to be a 
plug of hardened sedementary rock itself. 
Trus migbt be some of it (Ref.S). The rocks 
show iron oxide weathering, fairly deep into 
the stone (l -2mm). As can be seen on the 
sampIe, and by the abrasive damage on the 
petroglyph, the oxidized surface is much less 
hard than the deeper stone. Notice on the 
stone how the groove is lighter-colored 
where it is cut througb the oxidised layer on 
one of the sampIes. Yet tbe glyph groove 
walls are dark, showing the patina of re­
oxidization over considerable time. 

The person who made the Three Rivers 

fou nd by Joseph Smith "in a holloweavem " 
atop a mound or hili on his farm in the early 
1800s. You may visit the mound, though the 
tab lets are gone, now calIed thc Angel of 
Moroni Monument at the Joseph Smith Fann 
in Palmyra, NY, near 1-90 south of 
Rochester, NY. Three lines of the 
"hieroglyphic" inscriptions that Smith copied 
from the plates are reproduced and diseussed 
as havrng beeo identified as Egyptian, 
Chaledeac, Assyriac and Arabie in Trento's 
book (Ref.8). Smith wrote abotlt these 
tab lets, wrueh formed the basis of his Book 
of Mormon, wh ich he said told a tale of 
ancient Tsraelites who eame to America in 
600 BC. Arebaeologists have not declared 
these plates to be fakes. 

Dating 
To study the geology of the ereekside 
boulder, the authors removed for study two 
small pieces ofriver rock from the streamside 
nearby, which looked similar to the stone of 
the inscription. Both the petroglyph and the 
sampIes appear to be stream-eroded 

PETROGL YPH on the Neversink was 
undoubtedly skilled in meta I tool use, 
because the details of the carving have been 
beautifu lly done. The "pecking" method is 
c1early seen in Figure 12. Tbe fellow chose a 
fine grained hard roek with a smooth, water 
po1ished surface. We know that people from 
the end of the "Stone Age" had knowledge of 
the qualities of stone. Tbe inscription was 
probably carved witb a bronze or iron tool. A 
substantial amount of copper and bronze 
artifacts have been found in the surroundings 
in New England (Ref. l l). Some early iron 
bad metal impurities in it that serendipitously 
gave some early tools and weapons the 
qualities of steel. The author's groove 
(Fig.13), with a stee1 tool, took quite a lot of 
impact force. Sinee this petroglyph shows the 
fiver routes to Virginia and Ohio, it might 
have been carved by an iron tool 
manufactured in the USA. 

The petroglyph dates back from the time 
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Fig.lO Above: The aulhors \Vilh Martin ßrech (IeCl). in the "California lJill 
Chamb r " in Putnam County. N.Y.. July ] 5. 2000. Below: Nole lhe menh.ir at 
thC' left side lbehind a trt"e) outside 'the chamber. which is lined up with 
other megaliths on a::;tronomic and geographie lines (1st Ilullf'njum 8 ). 

91 



~ 
~ 
<"I~ 

"­
\0­

1z 
<» 

~ 
~ 

""'~ 
---: 

Ä 
It 
.~ 

~ 
Cl 
-b 
I:: 

'i; 
~ 
.~ 

~ 

Fig.ll Left: Metal um found nrar Ihr c.onnuence of lhe Chenango amI 

Susquehanna Rivers. Binghamton. NY [e.600 BC. photo by Trento. Ref. 7}. 

Rlght: Hawley Stone. The inscribrd block found near the Lackawaxen ­

Delnwarr Rlver contluence . The inscription fchalkecl for photo) has yet to N 


~br decjph~red (probabJ\' c.200 DC, photo by Dr. V. Leslie , ReL71. 
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Fig.12 elose-ups showmg the "pecking" style of the petroglyph. and the 
dark paUnation of most of thc deep grooves (c, 1500 BC) . 
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Fig.13 Below: Frcsh groovr cut by aulhors in a 'illlilar flne-grained 
metamorphic sandstone samplC' [rom the sÜ(> . Note brighlness 01' the fresh 
cul compared wH h the discoloration of 1he old chip . which 1s darkly 
weathered. Iike the petroglyph. Thc c1epth of lhe surface ox.1dallon of thls 
old rock can be seen at Its ri~hl edge. where the rock was spUl. 
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period when route-fmding and transportation 
was by boat, via the rivers . In America there 
are more maps like this one, but they are not 
deciphered yet. At Walnut Island in the 
Susquehanna River (SE Pennsylvania, 280km 
south of the petroglyph) two "coilshaped 
figures" were recorded (below Safe Harbor 
Dam, but above Holtwood Dam) prior to the 
construction of apower dam and the 
subsequent inundation of the site (Refs. l ,8). 

THE SPIRAL is a very old megalithic 
symbol, in Europe used often in the fourth 
and third millennia BC. Probably, tbe 
meaning was still known in the second 
millennium BC, because their consistent use 
in inseriptions continues for a long period. 
Some old petroglyphs of rivers are known in 
Ireland, and some newer, more stylized ones 
are found in the rest of Europe (Refs.3, t5), 
but these are not very common, especially the 
use of paraUel groves. Indication of river 
entrances by sharp peaks has not been 
previously seen. The last mentioned features, 
and tbe way tbe petroglyph is perfoTmed, 
point to a late megalithie date. It is for sure 
that the petroglyph dates after the megalithic 
discovery of Ameriea, c.2500 BC (Ref.3). 
Referring to the closely related cup and ring 
petroglyphs, Barry F eU (Ref.l1 ) states, that 
in general: "Iarge numbers of (these) 
examples are known from regions where 
metalic ores occurr", and he adds: 
"Petroglyphs of this kind may be among 
America's oldest legacies of visits by people 
from the Old World". lt is for sure that the 
petroglyph dates from before 1000 BC, 
beeause spirals in stone having a geographie 
meaning, were simply not carved by the 
cultures that came after the megalith builders. 
Lenik and Gibbs (Ref.l) confirm that "the 
surface of the rock including the glyph and 
the flake sears are patinated" (Figs.12-14). 
Also because of the likely use of tbe 
petroglyph to aid travelers between inhabited 
areas, we think it has a late megalithic date 

of c.1 500 BC. 
Discussion 
An article in the NEARA Journal ("A 
Catskill Mountains Enigma", Ref.l) by 
Edward Lenik and Nancy Gibbs carefuUy 
and usefully researches the site. Due to 
unfortunate Pre-Columbian professional 
prejudice, the article concludes apriori that 
since it must have been ereated by a pointed 
metal tool, it must have been ereated in the 
last 400 years, probably by an Indian. It has 
been more reeently said that the petroglyph 
was earved by "hippies in the 60's". But the 
petroglyph is large, and carefully executed. It 
shows forethought, and a large amount of 
work and serious intent. Its location in the 
river, where it appears to be under water 
during the snow meltoff in the Spring, and 
the dark weathering and patina of the old 
chip and groves argue that it is not a recent 
carving. Because of the spiral and the legs, 
and the geographie mean ings of both, we are 
eonvinced it is a megalithie petroglyph from 
the 2nd millennium BC, earved by the 
megalithic eulture ofNew England, who bad 
bronze, and later, iron tools. We agree that 
"the aesthetic achievemtmt and technieal 
exeellence present in the spiral design 
suggests that making it was a time 
consuming, exacting, and important activity". 

THE EDGES of the stone should be 
investigated aeeurately. The right edge may 
show details of the Hudson River, or the 
AtIantic coast, and the Jeft edge may display 
elements of either Lake Erie, or the 
Mississippi and the Rocky Mountains which 
run largely parallel. In the immediate area of 
the stone are stone walls and other lithic 
features which should be surveyed. We are 
dismayed that the figure appears to be 
damaged by being walked upon, or hit by iee 
or flotsam in the river (F ig. 14). Jn view of 
the antiquity, high quaJ ity, and historie value 
of the petroglyph, we recommend immediate 
protection of the site. 
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Fig.14 Above: Dr. ci, Jongc hows Lhe diITerl'l1l'l' \)dwl'l'!1 a dL rk old chip 
made by thC:' carver (lef't forefillg f. . 1500 13Cl. and a r~cent light orangt' 
abrasion danlage (righl for Iingrr) . Below: Note lhe brighl -colurc>r! damagC:' 
Lu Lhe top 01' the spirals. probably [rom b Ing; walk ci on . 
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Fig.15 Right, upper, lhe lli hardson Tablel. Thi d coraled 3 7 /8"x 4 7 / 8" 
piece of Wavedy Sandstone wa<; foun<! clasped in (he I n hand of a skeleton 
in a ch;Jrcoai and <1sh tllied v<1ult under Spark s Mound In Wilrnington , Ohio. 
Jan . 31. 1879. Left, thc Wilmington Tab!et. found in lhe center 01' a pi! 
surrounded by a circuJar vaulL of sLones CiUed wlLh charcoal and a hes. also 
nearly under lhe cenler of the same mound on Feb. 12. 1879. Right, below. 
a portion of lhe upper Icft Wilmington Tablet "reproducpd 2 I /2 diameters' 
(Ref.9. pg 588. from Wekh & Richardson. "Am rican Antiquarian" 4:40-48 . 
J881). "Mazes and labynnLhs are thought 10 have' hlSlory of about 5.000 
years" (Hef.21l. 
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