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telephones. The second »roposition is that this more accurate depiction of the workings of the world
is suppressed by exisiing power structures such as governments and educational/scientific
establishments. One result of this suppression is the idea that hidden information is hard to obtain,
making a journal such as NEXUS a rare entrance into the true events of the world.

Similar orientations can be found in editorial statements of other ‘alternative’ journals. For instance
the Queensland magazine Exposure claims to be a publication of independent authors providing the
‘facts’ not presented by the Establishment, the Melbourne-based New Dawn announces itself as a
"journal of conspiracies and metaphysics”, and the Adelaide-based Golden Age magazine aims to

offer "...a 360° perspective on Truth".

Whatever the philosophical underpinning of such magazines, they appear popular with the public.
While this 1s not the place in which to discuss the popularity of these publications, their distribution
can be gauged in two ways. Firstly, sales of these magazines are high, both on an absolute scale and
relative to the circulation of conventional archaeology journals. For example NEXUS claims to have
sales of 75,000 every two months. A second indication of the popularity of these magazines 1s the
growth of international outlets for them. For example, NEXUS has established offices in the UK, the
USA, Italy, and New Zealand, while Exposure has offices in Germany and the Netherlands. These
may be suggestions of popularity, but they are also indications of the potential market reach of
alternative archaeology, and must serve to encourage the study of the unconventional views being
presented.

CHRONOLOGICAL FRAMEWORKS

As a simple device to give order to the large range of chronological constructions in alternative
archaeology 1 have defined three categories of argument visible in publications discussing an
unconventional Australian past. These categories can be labelled according to their advocacy of 1) a
very long chronology for modern humans, 2) a very short chronology for humans, and 3) time travel
as negating conventional archaeological concerns with chronology. All three constructions share
some features, such a belief that conventional archaeology is close-minded about the deep truth of the
world, and a tendency to be concerned with the existence of modern humans rather than the
mechanisms by which hominids developed to that state. Nevertheless, while they share those features
they differ in their basic conception of the length and nature of human antiquity, and they display
some of the variety of approaches to knowledge acquisition that can be found in current alternative
archaeology.

1. Leng Chronology

In this framework anatomically and culturally modern humans have existed for an extended period of
time. The most obvious example of this view is the ubiquitous belief that early ‘high’ civilisations
such as Atlantis existed in time periods that are unacceptably old according to the evidence of
conventional archaeology. However the recognition of Atlantis in the terminal Pleistocene is almost
conservative in comparison to other claims of modern humans as present on earth many tens of
millions of years ago.

Acceptance of a high antiquity for technologically advanced and politically hierarchical societies
facilitates images of the past in which those societies acted out great dramas and settled all parts of
the globe. Much of this hidden history is seen to be part of a succession of ‘lost civilisations” in which
survivors of one civilisation retain much advanced knowledge and gave rise to further civilisations,
eventually leading to the historically known ‘high’ societies (in Egypt, China, Mesoamerica etc).
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Masters’ still exist and may return physically or ‘energetically’. Removed from the limitations of
studying physical mater. .l preserved from the past, the interpretations of the past presented with this
chronological perspective are often both vivid and bizarre from a conventional viewpoint.

Another manifestation of this perceived bidirectionality of time is the notion that it is possible to
accurately know the future, and that since ancient people knew the future they created prophetic
messages embedded in objects that have been preserved in the archaeological record. These messages
may be direct and obvious, such as White’s (1994, 1996) claims that Egyptian hieroglyphs exist in the
Hunter Valley and are a prophecy. Alternatively, some writers see prophecies more subtly represented
in archaeological objects, such as Jeffrey’s (1993) claim that the dimensions of the passages within
the Great Pyramid accurately record the history of the world to the present day and into the future.

EGYPTIANS IN AUSTRALIA: AN EXAMPLE OF HIDDEN HISTORY

As an example of the different images of the past that are constructed within each of these
chronological conventions I have selected a series of quotes that relate to alternative visions of
ancient Egypt and ancient Egyptians in Australia. This not only provides a common theme, to
highlight contrasts between these views, but reflects the consistent obsession, mentioned above, with
the lost civilisations. These examples also illustrate some of the broader consequences of these
unconventional chronological frameworks.

With a long chronology for known and early unknown civilisations there is endless opportunity for
alternative archaeology to develop a picture of migration and diffusion of ideas, including the
occupation of Australia by ‘lost civilisations’ before and during a period of Aboriginal occupation
(eg. Childress 1995). For example, with authors variously assigning the Sphinx at Giza to the
refugees from Atlantis over 10,000 years ago or to Neandertals at even earlier times the chronology of
Egypt becomes long and complex (eg. Percy 1996). It is therefore not surprising that books and
articles describe the presence of dynastic Egyptians in Australia. Indeed, self proclaimed alternative
archaeologists discuss apparently abundant evidence for Egyptians that they say conventional
archaeology has refused to acknowledge. For example, Paul White (1994, 1996) has reported on a
panel of hieroglyphic engravings on a sandstone rock face in the Hunter Valley. He and other
alternative researchers have no doubt the engravings are genuine, and see them as consistent with a
range of other evidence including coins, statuary, pyramids and other engravings (see Childress 1995,
Gilroy 1995:246-263). White (1994:18) describes the Hunter Valley engravings as follows,

I turned on the video camera and walked the last short distance to the top of the vault.
Turning the camera to the wall, there was a half life-size carving of the Egyptian god
Anubis!.... The entire wall was covered with a phonetic script. Even to the uninitiated, this
was clearly Egyptian writing, with many universally recognised symbols, ranging
through ankhs, sphinxes, scarabs, birds and pyramids - including complete cartouche
panels, naming the reigning Pharaoh of that time period as Khufu, or Cheops, circa 2,600
B.C.

I had been prepared for a few Egyptian characters and had been thinking about the giant
Eye of Horus I had filmed in the desert the previous year - but nothing like this!

Interpretations of sites such as this, by White and others, occur at two levels. There 1s usually a
discussion of the objects in a fairly straight-forward way that mimics conventional archaeological, but
rarely involves any detailed examination of site formation and instead concentrates on the
circumstances of the purported diffusion. White (1994, 1996) speculates that a mixture of priests,
Hebrew and Egyptian, explored the world more than 5,000 years ago in search of Mu, the lost
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Motherland of the Paci ic (but known to the Egyptians, of course). A second level of interpretation 1s
often more metaphysicu: and concerned with what 1s seen to be the ‘deeper’ reasons for events. For
example White (1994) not only interprets the Hunter Valley engravings as a historical record, but
suggests that their position in the landscape relates to points of earth energy (known to the Egyptians,
of course) and/or as prophecies left to inform the knowledgeable (such as alternative archaeologists?).
This dual level of interpretation is typical of New Age influences in alternative archaeology, but it 1s
the more material interpretation that is worth discussing at this point. Hidden histories which involve
early non-aboriginal civilisations in Australia imply that some, and perhaps much of the history and
archaeology of Australia relates to those civilisations. This implication 1s not lost on many alternative
archaeologists, and notions such as Gilroy’s (1995:284) create an Australian prehistory that gives
priority to those lost (and invariably Caucasian) groups of people:

...the first modern Homo sapiens evolved in Australia, eventually spreading out across
the Earth. These humans, it appears, were our mysterious megalith-builders who
developed the earliest form of civilisation right here in Australia - the pale-skinned (i.e.,
white) "culture heroes”, the "old ones" whom the Aboriginal traditions say preceded them
on this continent.

As remarked above the opposite extreme to those long time scales is the Biblical Creationists
msistence on a 6,000 vear history of the world. One of the most remarkable examples of
unconventional short chronology is the temporal shortening of Egyptian history provided by Osgood
(1986:89). He offers a detailed alternative chronology for the Egyptian region consistent with the
tenets of Biblical Creationism. His construction is founded on two propositions. Firstly, he concludes
that fluctuation through time in the concentration of radiocarbon in the atmosphere invalidates
radiocarbon (and by implication other radiometric) age estimates. Secondly, while broadly accepting
the conventional culture-history sequence, Osgood constructs a drastically shorter chronology by
reinterpreting the archaeological record in terms of dramatic spatial vaniation as well as change
through time. Consequently, he interprets the archaeological record as showing variation in past
soclo-economic structure because he argues the distinctive settlement-subsistence systems (eg.
foraging or urbanism, stone using or metal using) that conventional archaeology would assign to two
or more different phases were actually contemporary but found in different localities (eg. different
valleys). Using this argument Osgood constructs a rapid succession of cultural phases, as summarised
in Table 1.

Table 1

Osgood's (1986) comparison of "Evolutionary' and Biblical chronology for Egypt.

Cultural phase '‘Evolutionary’ chronology | Osgood's chronology
Dynastic <3,000 B.C. <1,870 B.C.
(historic)

Chalcolithic 5,000-3,000 B.C. 1,950-1,870 B.C.
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